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the little, that not only the ftrongeft reafons, but neceffity itfelf obliges the
king to infill upon in return, muft demonftrate to all the world how vain it
1731,      would be to think of treating any longer.

You will, therefore, acquaint thfe Imperial minifters that his majefty was ex-
tremely furprifed and concerned to find, after his having given, by the project of
the treaty lent to you, fuch convincing proofs of the iincerity of his good inten-
tions towards the emperor ^ and after the repeated profeflions and affurances of
the court of Vienna, that no alterations, omiffions, or additions ihould be made
to it5 but fuch as Ihould appear neceffary for fetting and explaining in a
clearer light the ftipulations contained in it, without deviating from his ma-
jefty *s fentinients in any effential point; I fay the king could not but be greatly
furprifed, that after three weeks fpent in conftantly repeating the fame thing,,
a counter-projeft Ihould be offered by the court of Vienna fo diametrically op-
pofite to all thofe affurances, and fo impoffible as they muft know it is for his
majefty ever to come into it; fuch an ungenerous way of proceeding might
abundantly juftify his majefty in breaking off this negociation. But as the
king, ^fas, and is iiill convinced, that the concluding this treaty is the only pot
lible means of preventing an immediate,and general war in Europe, he is will-
ing to make this laft and utmoft effort towards .compaffing fo defirable an end j
and for that purpofe has ordered this meffenger to be difpatched to you with
the ultimatum contained in the enclofed projed of the treaty marked A. You
will,, however* begin by propoiing to the Imperial i^inifters the treaty which
was formerly fent you, inferring only in the place of the 3d article of it, that
which yoij will-find in the uew one relating to the emperor's fucceflion ; but
in cafe you perceive that it will be rejected,, yo^ will then produce the faid pro- .
jeA marked A, as what his majefty can in no wife ever depart from.

You will ofeferve to them, that in forming this new projeft, his majefty, far from,
being defirous to give or appear to give the law to tile emperor, hais followed asclofe
a$ poffible not only the plan5 but even the very- words of the counter-project j
and that no variations, omiiEons, or additions have been made to it, than what*,
as you-will fee, for thojeafons given in the enclofed paper of obfervations, were
not poffible for his majefty to avoid.    As the reafons and motives of the feveral
alterations, &c, are fully fet forth and explained in tfee faid paper of obfervations*
J b% leave to .refer you to it, as well to enable you to convince, the'Imperial
Hiinifters of the reafonableaefs and neeeffity of them, as <to dared yan ho^ far
may QI may not debate or recede from any of them*    I? ihall, however^,
feme, goieial obfervations. to you upoi^ the whqle^   Firii^ thais as theefufal, or hefitatioa to comply with                     I was,, was daughter of Louis Rhodolph, brother,
